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Abstract 

We believed that a progressive government would open the door to profound reforms. However, 

between fragile support and the resurgence of old reactionary forces, these transformations have 

either not materialized or have stalled. The time for excuses is over. The remainder of this legislative 

term must be a time for courage. In the 21st century, Spain maintains a Concordat with the Holy See 

under the name of the 1976 and 1979 Agreements. 
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Resumen 

Creímos que un gobierno de vocación progresista abriría la puerta a reformas profundas. Sin 

embargo, entre apoyos frágiles y el resurgir de viejos reaccionarismos, esas transformaciones no han 

llegado o han quedado a medio camino. El tiempo de las excusas ha terminado. Lo que queda de 

legislatura debe ser tiempo de valentía. En pleno siglo XXI, España mantiene un Concordato con la 

Santa Sede bajo la denominación de Acuerdos de 1976 y 1979. 

Palabras clave: Acuerdo bilateral, administración de la educación, catolicismo, extremismo, 

fanatismo religioso, historia de la educación, relación iglesia-estado, sectas religiosas.  

Resumo 

Creditávamos que um governo progressista abriria as portas a reformas profundas. No entanto,entre 

o frágil apoio e o ressurgimento de antigas forças reaccionárias, estas transformações ou não se

concretizaram ou estagnaram. Chega de desculpas. O resto desta legislatura deverá ser um período 

de coragem. No século XXI, a Espanha mantém uma Concordata com a Santa Sé, sob a designação 

dos Acordos de 1976 e 1979. 

Palavras-chave: Acordo bilateral, administração da educação, catolicismo, extremismo, fanatismo 

religioso, história da educação, relações entre a Igreja e o Estado, seitas religiosas. 
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In the twenty-first century, Spain still maintains a Concordat with the Holy See under the framework of 

the 1976 and 1979 Instruments of Ratification: a treaty that entrenches privileges for Catholicism while 

undermining citizens’ freedom of conscience. The continued use of public funds to finance the clergy 

is an anachronism. The allocation of billions of euros to sustain Catholic schools and religious 

indoctrination within classrooms constitutes a democratic anomaly. The fact that our educational, 

fiscal, and tax legislation remains conditioned by international agreements with the Vatican represents 

a distortion of popular sovereignty. 

Concordats are not neutral instruments. Historically, they have functioned as mechanisms of 

institutional protection within authoritarian regimes such as those of Adolf Hitler (Bastante, 2023), 

Benito Mussolini (Hernández-Echevarría, 2024), Francisco Franco (Robles, 2025), and António de 

Oliveira Salazar (Coordinadora Recuperando, 2024). This is no coincidence (Castro, 2019). 

The parliamentary groups currently supporting the Government have defended, within their electoral 

platforms, the need to repeal these agreements. Parliament itself has likewise called for their 

revocation in previous legislative terms (Europa Press, 2018). 

No genuine educational reform can be achieved while this Concordat remains in force (Tamayo, 

2022). 

Freedom of conscience cannot be fully guaranteed so long as legally entrenched privileges continue 

to exist. 

Nor can a truly democratic State be built upon a confessional exception embedded within its legal 

architecture. 

The Agreements of 1976 and 1979 constitute the final legal trench protecting ecclesiastical privileges. 

And every trench can be dismantled. 

For all these reasons, the undersigned organizations and individuals demand that the Government 

fulfill its electoral commitments and immediately initiate the procedures necessary for the denunciation 

and repeal of the Agreements with the Holy See. 

Spain must take a step forward. It must definitively close a legacy inherited from Francoism that no 

longer reflects a plural, diverse, and mature society. We are not asking for privileges for anyone. We 

are asking for equality. We are asking for institutional neutrality. We are asking for genuine freedom of 

conscience for all people, regardless of what they believe, or choose not to believe. 

The opportunity exists. So does the responsibility. There are no excuses left.1. 

1 You may sign the manifesto by visiting the following link: https://laicismo.org/mas-de-40-organizaciones-y-100-

personalidades-firman-un-manifiesto-por-la-derogacion-de-los-acuerdos-con-la-santa-sede/ 

Explanatory video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rA0I9NIaQtU 

Media contact: José Antonio Naz Valverde, President of Europa Laica 
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Public Figures and Organizations Call for the Repeal of the Agreements with the Holy See Ahead of 

the Pope’s Visit to Spain (Arques, 2026): Javier Sádaba (Coca, 2024), Nieves Concostrina 

(Santamarina, 2023), Benito Zambrano, Nazanin Armanian (2025), Leo Bassi (Díaz, 2025), Javier 

Pérez Royo (2020), Juan José Tamayo (Nuñez, 2024), Rosa Cañadell (Asturias Laica, 2022), Javier 

Ruibal, Julio Rodríguez, Lidia Falcón, together with a long list of writers, academics, artists, activists, 

and social organizations, support the manifesto promoted by Europa Laica demanding an end to the 

privileges of the Church. 

Alongside this hundred-strong group of public figures from civil society stands a broad coalition of 

organizations committed to secularism and the neutrality of the State in matters of religion, including 

Fundació Ferrer i Guàrdia (2025), Derecho a Morir Dignamente (DMD) (2016), Plataforma 

Recuperando, atheist associations, Redes Cristianas, Asociación Internacional de Libre Pensamiento 

(AILP), and the European Secularist Network. All of them call, through the manifesto, for the repeal of 

the Agreements between the Spanish State and the Holy See. 

The manifesto laments that a “progressive government” has failed to open the way toward “deep 

reforms,” while continuing, in the twenty-first century, to uphold a treaty that entrenches “privileges for 

Catholicism” and “erodes citizens’ freedom of conscience.” 

These Agreements of 1976 and 1979, regarded by the organization as an extension of the Francoist 

Concordat of 1953, are described in the manifesto as incompatible with a genuinely non-confessional 

and democratic State. Europa Laica argues that these agreements preserve unjustified privileges and 

perpetuate an institutional relationship that violates the principle of separation between Church and 

State. 

Through this document, the organization is launching a public signature campaign aimed at gathering 

broad social support for this demand. The campaign establishes as its first milestone the presentation 

of signatures before the Spanish Congress of Deputies on the date scheduled for an address by Pope 

Leo XIV before members of Congress and the Senate, an institutional appearance within the seat of 

national sovereignty that, according to Europa Laica (2026), represents an unacceptable confessional 

drift already publicly denounced by the organization. 

The organization calls for public participation and for the support of all individuals and groups who 

defend a secular model of the State founded upon equality, institutional neutrality, and respect for 

diversity of belief and conviction. 
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